
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Dec. 4, 2015

Dear Members of the North Shuswap Historical Society,

2015 has been a busy one for the Historical Society.  The men who worked faithfully on the 
restoration of the Riley cabin managed to complete their work and had the cabin open for the summer.  
The ladies who volunteers many hours in the archives worked during the winter months and then took a 
break for the summer, restarting again in September.  The staples are all being removed and newspapers 
copied.  The members are realizing the interesting information contained in the Archives.  This is 
making good use of our rented scanner/copier.

          Joanne Prigmore - Photocopying

     Nadine Collier – Trimming newspapers

It is with great sadness that I report Lorna Barnhardt, a long time member and supporter of our 
society has passed away in May 2015.  She was 95.  We also lost one of our newer members Lonnie 
Cummings, in August.  

Our Annual General Meeting will be held in January.  If anyone is interested in sitting on the 
board or taking a position on the executive please let me know.

In March we held our Annual Photo Presentation.  This year we featured Photos Through the 
Decades.  It is open to the public and those who attend have been very receptive.  The social which 
follows with coffee and goodies is enjoyed by all who make the effort to come.  We are constantly 
looking for photographs from the 60's 70's and 80's.  Which for some may not seem like history but it is 
55 years ago already.
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The Historical Society has sort of 
adopted the clean up of the North 
Shuswap Cemetery.  In April a large 
group of our members along with other 
community members once again came to 
work on beautifying the cemetery.  We 
have received many compliments on how 
the cemetery if being kept as well as the 

Photographic Show in March                  Memorial Wall.                                 

In May, Frank & Melanie Riley and myself drove to Quesnel to represent the N.S. Historical 
Society at the B.C. Historical Conference.   We enjoyed the field trip to Barkerville and the presentation 
in the museum as well as the socializing with members from around British Columbia.  The next 
Conference will be held in Revelstoke.  
    

   

 Frank & Melanie Riley at Cottonwood House           Frank & Melanie in Barkerville

Our June Pot Luck was well attended and enjoyed by all.  The food is always excellent and such 
a variety.  We also held our Mystery Tour.  This year we travelled through Chase, across the bridge and 
along the north side of the river on Shuswap Road to a Dairy Farm.  We enjoyed a lovely tour of the 
farm (can you believe the cows have water beds!), before heading on to the old school - Pemberton 
Range School – past Pinantan School and on to Paul Lake enjoying the lovely scenery along the way. 
We had a lovely picnic and then headed on with our final stop at the Harper Winery.
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     Picnic at Paul Lake Provincial Park Wine tasting at Harper Winery

Our historical geo-caches continue to be very popular.  We added  two new sites this summer.  In
each geo-cache we place a short write up describing the significant history of this location.  Thanks to 
Melanie Riley for all her effort in this project.

Throughout the year after our regular business meetings we usually have a variety of programs.  
One was titled “From Ewe to Shoe” and was presented by Alison Elmes.  She gave us an excellent 
history of the variety of sheep and the wool as well as the process of preparing the wool for knitting into 
slippers or sweaters.  Another presentation was done by Ralph Bischoff.  He showed us maps of the 
various trap lines in the North Shuswap, the variety of traps and furs.  He also was a very good story 
teller which gave us many laughs.  Rosemary & Alan Wilson gave us a very interesting talk on the 100 
years of the Tappen Co-op.  A photo show honouring the North Shuswap Veterans was shown in 
November.

                         Alison Elmes – wool                                                    Ralph Bischoff - trapping     
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Volume 10 of the Shuswap Chronicle hit the stores just before Christmas last year.  They have 
been selling fairly well with positive comments.  We took a break for awhile but starting in September 
we have begun to think of articles for Volume 11.  If you are interested in writing an article we would 
love to hear from you.  

We have our 2016 Calendar published.  It is available for $10.00.  They make wonderful 
Christmas Gifts.  Last year we managed to sell all that we had printed.  Hopefully we can do the same 
this year.

Our Christmas Float featuring milking, shipping cream and making butter will be on Dec. 12th  in
Scotch Creek. 

Thank you to all the active members and to those members who support us from afar.  Your 
membership and suggestions are greatly appreciated.

Over the year, several people have contacted me thanks to our webpage. 
Our webpage www.northshuswaphistory.ca  As of today 40,530 people have viewed the page.  I must 
admit I continue to have some difficulty keeping it up to date.  I will try and do better this year.

Just a reminder if you haven’t already renewed your membership, please send a cheque for 
$15.00 per person made out to the N.S. Historical Society and mail to:
North Shuswap Historical Society,
5505 Squilax – Anglemont Hwy.,
Celista, B.C.
V0E-1M6

Here’s to a happy and healthy 2016.

Yours truly,
Loretta Greenough
President N.S. Historical Society
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